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About Us.  

For Continuing Fellowship   
Apex 40 Australia Inc. is not a Service Club, but an organisation formed to foster 

fellowship among past Apexians and their partners and to retain the many friendships 

formed during their Apex years.   

It also exists to assist Apex, when asked, and not to operate in opposition to Apex. It is 

open to past members and their partners, and also Ex-World Councillors who have retired 

from their respective organisations.   

   The Ideals of Apex were to provide a means of forming enduring friendships. So, do you 

remember the great friendships and fellowship you experienced as a member or partner of 

an Apex member? Why not continue those friendships and join Apex 40.  

  

    Some Apex 40 members decided to form sub-committees which are generally based 

around past or present Apex Club locations.  These sub-committees may meet monthly or 

less regularly, but all with a view to maintaining and fostering friendships, and occasionally 

providing assistance to Apex Clubs.   

  

   Each year members from Apex 40 gather for several days to attend the Annual 

Convention known as 'The Rort'. During this gathering there is a brief interruption to the 

festivities to conduct the necessary formality of “The Annual General Meeting”. In the past, 

after the RORT,  a Post-RORT tour of 4 or 5 days duration has been programmed, visiting 

areas surrounding the town hosting The Rort.  In future both events may be combined and 

shortened to reduce costs. 

The socialising of individual members with each other, across the whole organisation, 

never ceases. When on an interstate holiday, for example, members invariably look up 

acquaintances and friends made during the Rorts. It is a huge social club, and fosters 

friendships between whole families.  

  

   There are currently about 35 active sub-committees, some with memberships in excess 

of 40, plus 14 'Members-at-large'. Members at Large are active members of Apex 40, living 

or travelling in areas where there is no Apex 40 sub-committee, or find it not practical to 

join an existing sub-committee, but still participate in our activities.  

  

   Membership is open to all past members of Apex, their partners and members of 

affiliated clubs.  
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Hi to all our members and friends, 

 

What a strange year we are having, especially for those of us in Victoria who have been 

restricted in movement for many months. Some people over the last few years had been 

expressing the wish that life would slow down and give them more time for family and to be 

at home. Well this has been imposed on the world this year; so be careful what you wish for! 

 For those of us in some form of restriction, the year may have seemed to drag but now so 

quickly Christmas is looming. Decorations in the shops for the last month, Aldi catalogue 

this week advertising Christmas food and adorable wind-up musical carousels and the like. 

Hopefully we will all be able to gather with our loved ones for Christmas. 

Just a few months into our next year will be our long-awaited Bargara Rort. We have a 

decent number of registrations and they keep quietly rolling in. If you have not registered 

yet, now is a good time to do it. 

 

There has been no further action involving me on the planning of the 90th Anniversary of 

Apex in Geelong next year. Presumably there are things happening that I don’t need to be 

involved with. 

 

I hope those of you who are on Facebook are enjoying the past Rort photos that are being 

posted lately. Lots of memories here. Please feel free to post some of yours or email them to 

us if you can’t manage it. 

 

As this will be our last issue for the year, I will take this opportunity to wish everyone a very 

happy and safe Christmas and a new type of New Year. 

 

Yours in Apex 40, 

Julie. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Report  
Julie Primmer, Sunraysia.  Vic.  
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Hello to all members, 

 

I trust everyone is getting on with life after a very strange, different and difficult year we 

have endured. 

 

This Pandemic has certainly caused great uncertainty and angst, not only for the entire 

Nation, States and Territories, but for every community and of course individuals including 

Apex 40 members and their loved ones. 

 

It was quite obvious National Board had no choice but to cancel the 2020 Rort to be held in 

Bargara and postpone the Darwin Rort. 

 

All is on track for Bargara next year and it is hoped there will not be a second wave to 

complicate our plans. 

 

I thank President Julie and Secretary Col for keeping members informed when necessary. 

With this being the last Roaring 40’s issue for 2020, may I take the opportunity on behalf of 

Yvonne (Bonny) and myself to wish every member and their families a very peaceful 

Christmas, a wonderful New Year and let us all hope 2021 is healthy and happy one. 

 

Cheers,  

Bryan Spencer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past President’s Report                             

Bryan Spencer (Yvonne) MAL.  WA.  
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   Secretary’s Report   
   Col Ramsay.  Wynnum Manly.  Q.  

 

 

Welcome to the Secretary’s Desk, 

Having tried four different emailing programs to get information to members, I am pleased 

to advise that Mailer Lite would seem to be the most economical choice.   

I have sent several “Newsletters” over the past few months and it is great to see that many 

members are reading them in an effort to keep up with all things Apex 40 in these trying 

Covid-19 times. 

One disappointment was that three members unsubscribed from the service. 

As the Roaring 40’s only comes to you four times a year, the Newsletter is an attempt to 

keep us all abreast of happenings in and around our association.  If you have an article that 

you wish distributed, please forward same to me and I will endeavour to oblige. 

Further updates will be forthcoming as they come to hand, meanwhile enjoy the great work 

of Bill our Roaring 40’s editor.  Please note also that Bill needs articles, dinner notices and 

photographs to add into each copy of the Roaring 40’s, so please help Bill by forwarding any 

relevant information to him. 

roaring@apex40.com 

Col Ramsay, 

National Secretary. 

secretary@apex40.com 
 

   

 

 

 

Keith is using the current quiet time uploading heaps of photographs from past rorts onto 

our Facebook group.  It is well worth the logging on for the memories!  In the New Year, 

we expect to resume normal activities and his chores will re-commence.   In the meantime, 

Keith has nothing to report! 

Ed.  

 

Treasurer’s Report   

Keith Miller.  Nepean. NSW.     

  

mailto:roaring@apex40.com
mailto:secretary@apex40.com
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Greetings to all,  

As for most of 2020 our two set down international trips to South Africa and Noumea were 

cancelled and have been rescheduled to almost the same timeframes in 2021, that being 

September for South Africa and October for Noumea, who incidentally voted at the recent 

referendum to remain with the mother country France and not seek independence. I will 

keep you posted and remind you of dates early in the new year and other events should they 

appear. 

 

Yours in A40 

Mark Carter 
IRO 

 

  

 

  
 

In exciting news, it looks like we aren’t far away from having our first new group for 2020 

(AND in a Covid environment so that’s amazing). 

 

Roy Woods, who lives in Chinchilla QLD has been working hard on getting a new group 

formed in the old Zone 6 District 12 area and apart from a name (still under discussion) he 

expects to have this up and running soon. 

 

He’s also very keen to promote the idea of coming along to the Bargara Rort so that new 

members can experience one of these. 

 

This is fabulous news and I’ve been so pleased to be able to help him along the way in 

getting this new group formed. 

 

Fingers crossed that in my next report I can announce their name and the area they will 

cover. 

 

Mark Tramby  

Membership  

International Relations and 

Apex Liaison  

Mark Carter.  Leeton.   NSW.  

Membership Report  

Mark Tramby,   XEPA.   Qld.  
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  Nothing to report at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
With the shutdown of social activities across the nation, producing this magazine more than 

once is presenting me with the poser of ‘what to publish’.  Queensland groups have been 

able to gather, with social distancing, for several weeks now and New South Wales are 

slowly awakening.  However, our Victorian groups are still not getting together, at least, not 

publicly.  As a result, reports on happenings around the country are scarce. 

 

On a personal level, Val and I believe we have coped with the separation from family and 

friends but itching to start travel as soon as we can. Losing our mobility and or health is 

certain so finishing our ‘bucket list’ is high on the future agenda.  Bargara can’t come soon 

enough, and Darwin is beckoning! 

 

Hopefully we can look forward to activities celebrating the 90th anniversary of the 

foundation of Apex next year to add to our calendar, if the current organisation is healthy 

enough to arrange. Something to keep in mind. 

 

As the last of 2020 is approaching, Val and I wish everyone a happy Christmas.  May 2021 

be a new beginning with the disasters of Covid under control and the vaccine becoming 

available.  

 

Bill. 
 
 
 

From the Editor’s Desk  

Bill Cramp,  Redlands.   Qld.  

Webmaster. 
Ken Wright.  Nepean Valley.  N.S.W. 
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Bargara Awaits You . . . 
  
Our Apex 40 Rort is to be held in Bargara/Bundaberg area over six days between Tuesday May 4 to 
Sunday May 9, 2021, and we look forward to your participation!!!!!!! 
  
The program has been toned back a little to compensate for the rising age of our members, but you are 
going to enjoy a very interesting program that showcases the best of the Coral Coast and Wide Bay 
areas! 
  
By the time you read this, we will be just 6 1/2 months out from a fabulous six-day party, and if you 
don't see most of what is available, feel free to extend your stay and see what you missed! 
  
If you have never visited the Great Barrier Reef, both Lady Elliot Island and Lady Musgrave Island are 
directly east of Bargara and await your presence! 
  
The Bundy Belle does cruises along the Burnett River with either morning or afternoon teas being 
served. 
  
The world-famous Bundaberg Brewed Drinks is another worthwhile and inexpensive tour and well 
worth a visit! 
  
If you are coming from a colder climate, you are going to absolutely love our weather in May, so do 
pack your swimsuits! 
  
From the Welcome Social on Tuesday night to the Farewell Breakfast, catered for by members of 
Bundaberg Apex Club on Sunday morning, and four full days of activities in between, it will be an event 
to remember! 
  
And if you know an ex-Apexian who has never been to a Rort, do try and invite them along to share 
the Fun and Fellowship of our past membership! 
  
We are very confident that the border crossings will return to normal after the Qld. State Election at 
the end of October! 
  
Kevin & Liz Huxham 
Members at Large, 
Bargara, Qld. 
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Reprinted from the last edition as a reminder for those Rorters bringing their van.  

 

Pre - Bargara Rort Caravan and Motorhome Gathering at Kilkivan  

  

  Travelling to the 2021 Rort in Bargara by Caravan / Motorhome??  

 If so, consider joining hosts Mark & Rosemary Tramby at the fabulous Kilkivan Bush Camp 

& Caravan Park (near Gympie) for an extra -long weekend prior to the Rort commencing.  

  The Kilkivan Bush Camp is approximately 35km west of Gympie set in a beautiful 

setting surrounded by glorious ranges and with the magnificent Fat Hen Creek flowing 

through the camp (not always running though).  

 Power and water “points” not sites are available with each area having a firepit (campfires 

WILL be happening every night), wood is available for purchase at the camp or nearby.  

  The plan is to arrive before the normal weekend rush on Thursday the 29th of April 

and leave on Monday the 3rd of May for Bargara which is 213kms (about 3 hours) away, a 

stop en route at Tiaro is highly recommended.  

  Kilkivan Bush Camping hosts some fantastic nights under the stars (function centre is 

available should there be inclement weather) so expect a Camp Oven dinner with 

entertainment (at cost) to be part of the programme.  

  Note the park will be busy as this is the Queensland Labour Day long weekend but 

with the space they give you it’s never really crowded.  

  You can check out the parks attributes at www.bushcamping.com.au  

  For bookings it’s best to email kilkivan@bushcamping.com.au but you can call (07) 

54841340, note they are a small family run business so often you’ll need to leave a message 

so as I say email is the best option.  

  We have a block booking under “Apex 40 Mark Tramby Group” which you need to 

reference, if joining this group, you’ll need to make sure the Bargara Caravan Park is 

booked from Monday the 3rd of May, the Rort itself begins on the 4th of May.  

  If you were doing this for the cancelled 2020 event and had paid a deposit your credit 

can be used for the new dates.  

  Rosemary and I look forward to hosting you in what will be a wonderful 4 nights.  

  

Mark  

 

  

http://www.bushcamping.com.au/
http://www.bushcamping.com.au/
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All groups have respected the Government’s instructions and have ceased to 
hold meetings.  This is being relaxed for some states, so I have collated what 

news is happening as well as some prior to lockdown, on the following pages.  

 

Around the Sub-Committees   

New South Wales  

Alstonville  740 kms north of Sydney  

Byron Bay  760 kms north of Sydney 

Blue Mountains Crest 100 kms west of Sydney  
The group has continued to meet monthly. Latest was held on Tuesday 6th October 2020 for 
afternoon tea. The next event which may not happen, is the shopping trip to Sydney, instead 
looking for any ideas of what to do instead. 

Great 8 Hunter Valley 170 kms north of Sydney  
Great 8 Apex 40's 29th Changeover last July, returning founding President Allan Thorley to the 
position. A Christmas in July with a difference, social distancing, no pressys, a 'replacement 
Santa' in place of the Jolly fellow! 

Inverell  560 kms north west of Sydney  
Inverell Apex Life Member Les Moulds of Inverell Apex 40 received his OBE at tonight's 
(21.10.20) meeting. Congratulations Les. 

Leeton  590 kms south west of Sydney 
The year 2020 has most likely been one to perhaps not dwell on for too long and like most places 
Leeton A40 has been quiet. We have had only two meeting this year and they were both in March, 
the first was a fundraising dumpling night for one of the Sunrice Ambassador entrants as part of 
the Leeton Rice Bowl Festival, and a good night was had by all 10 attendees, with yours truly 
having to consume all the last course of dumpling's because everyone else was content. 
A little later in March the day before they closed all the pubs, 20 odd of us visited Darlington Point 
pub for lunch, again an enjoyable relaxed affair. 
Our president, Brendan is still getting over depression from not being able to go to the mountain to 
watch his beloved car racing, so we will nurture him along until our Christmas party toward the 
end of November. 
Finally, our Christmas party will be at the Ariah Park Hotel on Sunday 29th November for a lunch, 
Visitors welcome. A number of us are taking our caravans and stop Friday and/or Saturday nights. 
We will probably visit Junee chocolate factory and a few other places on the Saturday. For those 
who were on the Leeton PRT we stopped, all be it a little too quickly, at Ariah Park to catch up 
with Ziggy and Kevin at Colwills collection to view the amazing collection of literally hundreds of 
teapots and Kevin's equally impressive collection of all forms of wood working saws. At the other 
end of town was the brass replica of a wheat lumper. 
 

Lismore   745 kms north of Sydney. 
Manly           15 kms east of Sydney. 
Moree       640 kms north west of Sydney. 
Nepean Valley          60 kms west of Sydney. 
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Wyong   100 kms north of Sydney. 
Neville Bowman passed away last August.  Tom Dumpleton, their newsletter editor had a week in 
hospital.  A mid-week get-together on the 29th October has been arranged so there should not be 
as many other people around and they can get to see each other again after such a long time. 

       

Victoria  
Bendigo  153 kms north of Melbourne  
Wilma Bidmade passed away in June. 

Dandenong Valley 35 kms south of Melbourne  

Geelong  73 kms south west of Melbourne  

Melbourne-Gippsland        40 kms east of Melbourne  

Melbourne Nor-westers 22 kms north west of Melbourne  

Souwest  270 kms south west of Melbourne  
Latest meeting was planned for the Panmure pub Tuesday, 6th October 

Sunraysia 546 kms north west of Melbourne 
 
                                                                                                                                                           

Queensland  
  

Caloundra    103 kms north of Brisbane 
Caloundra Apex 40 had a post COVID breakout lunch at the Brightwater Tavern. We also helped 
Laurie (Jacko) Jackson celebrate his 80th. Tony & Sue Wilshire also became new members, so  
they are not At Large anymore.  Tony is the current Chairman of the Apex Foundation.  

Curtis Coast    530 kms north of Brisbane  

Gold Coast.    80 kms south of Brisbane  
Vale Garth Fraser 
Garth Fraser passed away on the 28th July 2020 at the age of 85 years. Garth was a Life Member 
of Surfers Paradise Apex, Past District Governor of District 10 Zone 6, the second President of the 
Surfers Paradise Club, an extremely active Apexian and loved by all. 
Garth is survived by his wife Betty, daughters Shaneen and Sue-Ellen and their families. 
Garth was a member of Apex 40 for many years although his health had precluded his attendance 
in recent times.  He will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 
The current president of the Gold Coast sub-branch is Neil McPherson, also a Life Member of 
Surfers Paradise Apex Club. Neil is now digitising the Surfers Paradise scrapbooks from the 
inception of the Club in 1967 until its demise in the mid 90s. 
It is, as you would imagine, a labour of love with over 2,000 items scanned to date. Some Club 
items (such as the Honour Board) are now held in the museum of the Gold Coast & Hinterland 
Museum Historical Society. Neil has been in contact with the museum and anticipates being able 
to photograph the items held there in the near future. 
Neil requests that any Apexian holding any Surfers Paradise memorabilia such as Dinner Notices, 
Annual Reports, photographs, Zone 6 Gazettes that mention Surfers Paradise or any other items 
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to contact him at mcpcomp@gmail.com or tel: 07 5537 1990. Neil promises to scan or photograph 

such items and return them promptly. 

Hervey Bay            290 kms north of Brisbane  

Maryborough  290 kms north of Brisbane  

Redlands  35 kms south east of Brisbane  
Redlands conducted 2 gatherings since we have been allowed to meet.  Both occasions were 
outdoors, with everyone bringing their own chairs, food and drinks.  The weather was kind and all 
practiced social distancing (hard to avoid a hug or handshake after so many months of 
separation). On the first meeting we picnicked in a local park which turned out fine, as we had the 
area almost exclusively. For the second, David and Jenny McCullagh hosted us on their back 
lawn, which has a great view overlooking Moreton Bay.  Our AGM was held at this lunch resulting 
in most of the committee being re-elected!  Pauline Denisenko vacated the secretaries’ position 
and Marion Pollock was elected to replace her.  As usual the whole agenda was done in minutes. 

Wynnum Manly   20 kms east of Brisbane  
Their next function will be MELBOURNE CUP  - Tuesday 3rd   November  2020, at Des & Denice 
Clements home at Wakerley.  Morning tea, Lunch and sweeps included.   

XEPA Great South East   30 kms south east of Brisbane  
26 July.   Breakfast at Harvest Cafe in Victoria Point. 
 4 October   Small gathering of members sharing morning tea at Thompson’s Beach, Victoria 
Point. 

 

South Australia  

Adelaide Hills 35 kms south east of Adelaide 

Tasmania  

Devonport  255 kms north west of Hobart 

Launceston  200 kms north of Hobart   

mailto:mcpcomp@gmail.com
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Great 8 enjoying Christmas in July. 
       Les Moulds presented with his OBE 

 

Nepean Valley enjoying the sunshine. 

XEPA morning tea on the beach and breakfast at Victoria Point 

Laurie Jackson’s 80th birthday Caloundra’s breakout lunch. 
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Redlands enjoying a picnic in the park, in family groups or keeping our distance. 
 

Redland’s AGM venue – David McCullagh’s backyard  

Blue Mountains Crest September picnic. 
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International Groups News  
Reprinted from the 41International January newsletter,  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

South Africa 2021 
From: Ingonyama-Nicon 

I trust that the virus has not knocked you guys down. We are still healthy and enjoying the spring 
sunshine, but once again desperate for rain. 
 I am just updating you on our plans for the AGM so you can start the ball rolling again.   I 
attached the flyer for the AGM. 
NB! The tours will again start on the day before the AGM – namely 2nd September and will 
continue until the 13th September ( Short Tour) in Johannesburg or until 23rd September (Long 
Tour)in Cape Town. The update tour costs should be available by the beginning of 2021. 
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 Apex Foundation News   
A link to the latest newsletter from the Foundation is:  
https://www.apexfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Winter-Edition.pdf 
Click on the link for the quarterly report on activities. 
 

Latest News & Announcements 
Underprivleged Childrens Trust Facilities – Chalet temporarily closed but The SHACK and the Copper 

Coast Retreats are open 

The Apex Foundation Board had decided to reopen The SHACK in Shoalhaven Heads and the Apex Copper 

Coast Retreat in South Australia Wallaroo subject to additional conditions for use, but the Chalet remains 

closed until further notice. Any inconvenience caused is regretted.  

 

https://www.apexfoundation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Winter-Edition.pdf
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT  

Julie Primmer  

Tel:  0417 558 591  

Email: president@apex40.com  

 

NATIONAL SECRETARY  

Col Ramsay (Phyl)  

PO Box 5204, MANLY.  Qld.  4179.  

Tel:  0419 253 030  

Email:  secretary@apex40.com  

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND APEX LIASON.  

Mark Carter (Joanne)  

Tel:  02 6955 7041  

Email:  iro@apex40.com  

 

2021 RORT CONTACT.  

Kevin Huxham (Liz)  

Tel:   0419 253 302  

Email:   huxhamfamily@bigpond.com  

  

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT.  

Bryan Spencer (Yvonne)  

Tel:  0452 257 820  

Email:  vicepresident@apex40.com  

 

NATIONAL TREASURER.  

Keith Miller (Racheal)  

Tel:  02 4647 3203  

Email:  treasurer@apex40.com  

   

ROARING 40’s EDITOR.  

Bill Cramp (Val)  

Tel:  0490 461 657  

Email:  roaring@apex40.com  

  

 APEX 40 WEBSITE.  

Ken Wright (Janice)  

Tel:  02 4735 3037  

Email:   web@apex40.com  

  

Name badges ($10), Lapel Badges ($10) and Apex 40 Sticker ($4), 

including postage can be obtained through the National Apex 40   

Secretary.  

Always ring or email first to check availability or any postage cost 

changes.  

 

mailto:president@apex40.com
mailto:secretary@apex40.com
mailto:iro@apex40.com
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A test of your powers of observation 

 

 

  

 
Do you see the arrow between the "E" and "x" (in white)?   never noticed it before. 
============================== ======== 

The 2nd and 3rd "T's" are two people sharing (or fighting over) a tortilla and a bowl of salsa. 
============================== ========  
The world's most famous bike race. The "R" in "Tour" is a cyclist. The yellow circle is the front wheel of 

a bicycle, the "O" is the back wheel 

============================== ========  
The arrow means Amazon has everything from A to Z  
============================== =======  
There is a dancing bear above the "ble". 

Toblerone chocolate bars originated in Berne, Switzerland, whose symbol is the bear. 

============================== ========  

See the " 31" embedded in the " BR"? Thirty-one-derful flavors!  

============================== ========  

 


